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				Welcome



The White Lake Association (WLA) is comprised of hundreds of area residents who care deeply about White Lake. Our members support WLA activities and actions that preserve the natural amenities of the lake, as well as the public trust.

White Lake is defined geologically as a “drowned river mouth.” The lake extends 5.1 miles from the mouth of White River to the point at which it flows into Lake Michigan. It covers 4 square miles and encompasses 2571 acres. White Lake is known for its scenic beauty, sailing, boating, wildlife and year around fishing. It is a popular tourist destination and summer residence for many.

The White Lake Association is dedicated to maintaining and improving the quality of White Lake for the health of its residents and its fish and wildlife through monitoring and education.

» Learn More


News






WLA Open Board Meeting

March 25, 2024

Please join us on March 25 at 7 p.m. for an open board meeting at Whitehall City Hall. We will discuss the grants we have submitted, the Life Jacket Loaner program, as well as participation in the Trash Bash 4/21/24 and the White Lake History Cruise 7/28/24. Also on the agenda is the lighthouse camera replacement. We look forward to community input and support.









Michigan DNR Fisheries Survey

Michigan DNR performed a comprehensive fisheries survey of White Lake in 2023.

» CLICK HERE to see the Report









Letter from Robert Smart, President WLA

September 27, 2023

Dear White Lake Advocates,

I hope this letter finds you well. We are excited to announce a significant milestone in our community’s journey – the celebration of the tenth year since White Lake was delisted as an area of concern. This remarkable achievement is a testament to the dedication and collective efforts of our community in preserving and revitalizing our beloved White Lake.

As we commemorate this remarkable milestone, we invite you to join the White Lake Association and be part of the continued success story of our cherished lake. Your involvement and support are crucial to sustaining the positive changes we’ve witnessed over the past decade.

Our organization has undergone a transition in leadership this year. We thank those who have served faithfully previously, and our new leaders are interested in expanding our role and responsibilities in the community. One of our primary goals for the upcoming years is to enhance our K-12 outreach programs. We believe in educating the younger generation about the importance of environmental conservation and the significance of our pristine White Lake. By increasing our engagement with local schools and educational institutions, we can inspire a new generation of environmental stewards who will carry forward our commitment to the lake’s well-being.

Furthermore, we are planning to conduct a follow-up study on the quality of White Lake. This study will serve as a vital tool to measure our progress in maintaining a healthy lake ecosystem. By investing in scientific research and data collection, we can ensure that our efforts are aligned with the best practices for lake preservation and restoration.

It’s essential to recognize that White Lake isn’t just a natural gem; it is also a significant economic driver for our community. Its pristine waters and picturesque surroundings attract tourists, boost property values, and support local businesses. By actively participating in the White Lake Association, you contribute to the continued economic vitality of our community.

Joining the White Lake Association is a tangible way to show your commitment to the future of White Lake and our community. Your membership dues and involvement will directly support our initiatives, ensuring that our lake remains a vibrant and thriving part of our lives for generations to come.

To become a member or renew your membership, please visit the Membership section of our website. Your support is invaluable, and we look forward to welcoming you into our community of passionate individuals dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of White Lake.

Thank you for being a part of this remarkable journey, and here’s to the next ten years of success and sustainability for White Lake. Together, we can continue to make a positive impact on our community and the environment we all hold dear. Please consider joining us at our Annual meeting on Monday, October 23 at 7 pm at the Whitehall City Hall, 405 E. Colby Street, Whitehall.

Sincerely,

Robert Smart, President WLA

» Download this Letter (PDF)
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We need your support!
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» Email Us

» Map of the White Lake Area
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We are located in West Michigan, in the NW corner of Muskegon County.
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		Please join our board on March 25 at 7 pm for an open board meeting at Whitehall City Hall.  We will discuss our two grant submissions that have been made, the life jacket loaner program, as well as participation in the trash bash 4/21/24 and white lake history cruise 7/28/24. Also, the lighthouse camera will be discussed. We look forward to community input and support.			
	... See MoreSee Less
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		White Lake Association elected a new board this summer.  The members are: [image: ]President:  Robert Smart[image: ]Treasurer:  Greg Hillebrand[image: ]Membership:  Sue Savoie[image: ]Chief Community Officer:  Chris Billie[image: ]Chief Science Officer:  Jim DeBoer[image: ]Chief Lake Safety Officer:  Susan Day[image: ]Chief Marketing and Communications Officer: Sara Kane-Smart[image: ][image: ]We are holding our annual meeting on Monday October 23 at 7pm at Whitehall City Hall, 405 E. Colby Street, Whitehall.  We look forward to sharing some new initiatives and getting input from our white lake community.			
	... See MoreSee Less
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		WLA Annual Meeting 2022 to be held Oct. 3[image: ][image: ]The board of directors of the White Lake Association (WLA) invites the public to attend their annual meeting on Monday, October 3 at 6 p.m. at Whitehall City Hall, 405 E. Colby St., Whitehall.[image: ][image: ]WLA conducts crucial water sampling; maintains the four "No Wake" buoys on the lake; manages the webcam and the weather station at the White River Light Station; operates two life jacket loaner stations, and maintains the Scenic Road dock. Visit our website at www.whitelakeassociation.org for additional information.[image: ][image: ]Discussion topics at the annual meeting will include 2022 WLA activities, as well as the future direction of the organization.[image: ][image: ]Please contact WLA President Dave Hays at 231-740-0266 with any questions.			
	... See MoreSee Less
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		WLA Summer '22 Update[image: ][image: ]Your White Lake Association (WLA) is in full swing this 2022 season with comprehensive lake and invasive plant species testing, along with other vital activities that help to promote a clean and vibrant White Lake for all.[image: ][image: ]Your $35 annual WLA membership fee helps ensure that we can test the lake regularly for clarity, dissolved oxygen levels, phosphorus and chlorophyll-A levels. The WLA team also tests some 30 sites along the lake for invasive plants, including European Milfoil, Curly Leaf Pondweed, European Frogbit and Starry Stonewort. These species of concern are monitored and reported in the hope that they can be controlled.[image: ][image: ]WLA joins dozens of other Michigan lake associations that send both water and invasive plant species findings to MiCorps' Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP) at the end of each October. They are analyzed, catalogued and posted in the spring. Annual results can be found on WLA's website, whitelakeassociation.org, under Testing Results.[image: ][image: ]In addition to our testing efforts, WLA, in conjunction with White River and Fruitland townships, deploys and removes "No Wake" buoys near the harbor entrance into White Lake. WLA also has responsibility for the "No Wake" buoys in the "Narrows," or passage to marinas.[image: ][image: ]WLA also helps maintain the weather station and webcam at the White River Light Station, also thanks to the efforts and expertise of CatchMark Technologies. Log into whitelakeassociation.org to view the live feed from the webcam to the White Lake channel and entrance into Lake Michigan. Just click on the video link to see what is happening on our waterways.[image: ][image: ]One of WLA's more recent endeavors, the Lifejacket Loaner Program, in partnership with Sea Tow Foundation, continues to offer complimentary life jackets in various sizes to boaters departing from the City of Montague launch ramps and the Scenic Drive launch ramp. WLA also maintains the Scenic Drive launch ramp and dock.[image: ][image: ]In addition to benefitting from all of the above, WLA members also receive a subscription to "Michigan Riparian" magazine.[image: ][image: ]Your WLA team encourages and welcomes volunteer participation in the above-named efforts. To learn more about how to get involved in this dynamic organization, contact WLA President David Hays at 231-740-0266.[image: ][image: ]# # #			
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		The board of directors of the White Lake Association (WLA) invited the public to attend their annual meeting on Monday, Oct. 11, 2021 at the Montague City Hall. Watch the meeting video here ... youtu.be/-XZAsYTKLkg			
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				White Lake Association meeting with Jon Bumstead, October 11, 2021
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					* Michigan Senator Jon Bumstead Chair of the DNR and EGLE budgets* Erick Elgin - MSU Extension, Limnologist and Water Resources Educator* David Hays, WLA Pre...
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